
Infrastructure for Spatial Information in Europe

Giovanni Michele Toglia – Data Management and IT consultant

gtoglia@worldbank.org



 The INSPIRE Directive aims to create a 
European Union spatial data infrastructure for 
the purposes of EU environmental policies 
and policies or activities which may have an 
impact on the environment.



1. Spatial data is often missing or incomplete.

2. The description (documentation) of available spatial data is often 
incomplete.

3. Spatial datasets can often not be combined with other spatial 
datasets.

4. The systems to find, access and use spatial data often function in 
isolation only and are not compatible with each other.

5. Cultural, institutional, financial and legal barriers prevent or delay 
the sharing and re-use of existing spatial data.



The INSPIRE Directive: a brief description

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xew6qI-6wNk

